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I>ear Jii 


th. & Ccii*Do £. ol zy ■fcoday , s iGTfcsr "to Rhoads asking i'ci* is he spccdfiscl 
xm oxmatioix aiio. so-Lioiiizig whais I ~t h i.n k ho 1 11 not be anzioun to supply t oxpXanations# 

Tou will remember that you satis the initial request for these records for as. 

I was then ill. I then explained zsy interests in detail to Parian Johnson. But I 
did not then know that there were giving me only a snail fraction of the relevant 
records, tpat there was this extraordinary departure from normal ending of with- 
holdings and that it would continue. 

In fact, since then and since my vigorous letter to "heads on this I have 
received no other Kosenko or r&iated papers other than those supplied m with 
what as described as all those of the 1975 declassification. I have nc way of know- 
ing whether I'vo received all of the latter hut sore of these were not than de- 
classified because by voluns rest was only recently declassified.. The most 
recent less than a r.onth ago. 

Rhoads lias not yet responded. Nor has su-yone else for bin. 

rhis la the rankest kind ®f discr i mi nat ion and/ or political usages of both 
classii icatiou and ucciassilication and tiro release ofuwhat was withhold without 
ever naving boon, clasmfiec. and x’m t al . ki n ,v about what did not qualify for even thB 
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not qualify. 


grad® of vlassification. This is also true of what was classified 8 


did 


i would have postponed caking these requests because of all the other things 
for which there is no time but after reading all that was sent cm that relates 
to tux® l all. Hi fact, except a long paper on presidential protection } 1 felt it 
would be unwise to delay and that delay might prompt more similar malpraotise. 

The reasons for release at this tine nay be complicated and there Bay be more 
than ona. Pug tlxix 1 ® is no reasonaolo doubt noout the reasons for withholding. 

The Report totally suppresses any mention of Kosenko and all reports af all he a^n 
had to he suppressed because they are iaiaio&l if nor iu fact totally fatal to the 
preconceptions .of the Commission and the executive agencies. 

The CIA fobb 
scie of M tin 


that yesterday. But 


stall tuuiaj^iihcy oven, tried 
testimony not then publishes 


the Coaaiosioa off in a "arch 12, 1964 sc ting. It may be that 
was not sent by accident so 2 wrote -Jane duith separately about 
d-d these Commission people let Helms and company 

SC the CIA With offers of the valueless, their 
even, made false pretenses about their availability.} 
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soreover, with the *&» believing that fiswald as a sleeper 


intelligence 


•iron v t thus not iiisiy tbs : l *i * o , the CXA*s motive for both the most vigorous questioning 
of Kosenko ana the withholding of every word that was relevant to the Commission that 


it got from his i: 
the nonsense abou 
the to* 0 ' 1 
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&rk 3 aSf xHCj.U fi 3 .ng -Loxvi.i'.Q Russia. Without 
•j. x;o*t -acvVD Gc-en ~z 1*2.3 i *opor"u cis xi & P ~gc surscl ^ 


This is a very serious matter, to tha country and 


of my desire for anyt 
Oswald in New Orl-sns 


The Archives has known 


rang ana everything on this general subject since Inbegan researching 


-taide iron shat my naovaovui oorr'.-spoudenco fil->o zay show 

discussed this with both Simons and 


chapter:. of 


ofcnaca. ay interest was very broad on this. Thai 
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‘The Oswalds * Government Relations. 

olitioal uses now also are serious in fetors. Baa Schorr air 4 CBS have been conned 
into^ airing falsehood and propaganda on this, to a vast audience. If CBS was innocent 
in this the government car. .oi have been nor can HcCcne have been, Sven if the CIA had 


wondered about Kosenko* s dependability they had every obligation to lot 
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do its own work and sake its own decision and judgements. 

The CIA was not the CoiinissiOB. 

The real reason, of course, is the Russian suspicion that Oswald was CIA. 
And this is what Kosenko really said. 


Hoover was cute in his Handli n g of all of it. I have already done a draft 
of part of that chapter for Agent Oswald. % laid it all out so he was 
in i.iie clear, even suggesting that Hossnko oe a Ooisssissioh witness and thou, for 
all the werld as though the CoEission did not know, telling it hen-; to roach 
Joaeoso. & went zartimrs the FJ5I agents got Kosenko to agree to an interview 
with the Commission. 


•Hoover .mew the CIA could not let the Ooauzission go into whether or not there 
was substantial Russian reason for belie^Wald was 'an agent, knew also that 
the Commission didn't want to. while I doubt that he wanted it either, his certainty 
that the others didn't enabled him to make a self-serving record tending to seem 
exculpatory of the FBI. 

On the question of Kosenko's credibility, what McCone claimed was the question, 
there are two answers. First ? f all no gas agency, CIA or State in particular, 
disputed the other things the FBI attributed to him-ever. And this was February and 
March. The Commission lasted until September. By then Kosenko had been checked out. 

„ . besides, nobody of Kosenko's rack szas was going to try to be a double agent. 

% defected for what to him were serious reasons. From th. first it had to demand 
I ! a sure was taken as a real and genuine defection. 

Moreover, on wnat he said about Oswald and Russian practises si nn,« he had to 
be craay to say what was so unwanted unless he was genuine. Then his personal 
interest required complete honesty. Any lying could have been very hurtful to him. 
From his background he could have expected them to be fatal. 

While I have many other papers I will give you with this and reooromend that 
you not ^ read now I think this one is important enough for you to be aware of all 
of _ t nas relevance t,o the current case. And it can be quite significant. 

This can be a rather tricky matter. Therefore I'd rather you not mention it to 
anyone. I want to make as full as possible a record and get all the relevant records 
z've asked for without the Archives having another way of doing what they:, have done 
so often, leak to others. It is less easy if others are not asking. 


Sincerely. 



